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Beckettian motifs in ‘From an abandoned work’

The following list of Beckettian motifs, from the Grove Press edition of
‘From An Abandoned Work' (in First love and other shorts, 1974), has
been compiled by the editorial board of The index of Beckettian motifs,
an ongoing project for the indexing of recurring elements in the Beckett
canon, We have selected those motifs which we consider to be distinctly
Beckettian, and several assumptions are made in doing so. The motifs
are clustered around general headings, such as perception, language,
motion, etc., but will not be indexed more formally until several other
shart works have been annotated. The list is designed to buiid on; as
other works are examined and other entries added, the list will expand
and eventually divide into headings, subheadings, etc., according to
accepted taxonomical procedures. We are concerned with Beckettian
habits of mind, recurring features that identify the thematic and stylistic
directions the work takes, and that clarify or exemplify the world view of
Beckett’'s characters. No attempt has been made here to list every
occurrence of every feature — that work belongs to a computerized con-
cordance — nor do we concern ocurselves with lists of proper names,
medical references, anatomical references, or other such specialized
compilations. We invite comment from readers, especially in the follow-
ing categories.

a)  additional entries to already named categories;

b) additional categories the reader considers distinctly
Beckettian;

c) comments on the validity of the term and the notion of
‘Beckettian motif’;

d) comments on the usefulness of the eventual projected
index, as described above, in the preceding article, and in
the Index notice published in the Summer, 1978 issue of
JOBS (p.132).

e) interest in joining the project as editor or contributor.

1. ESSE EST PERCIPI (‘TO BE IS TO BE PERCEIVED’)

49.26: ‘. . . fall and vanish from view, you could lie there for weeks
and no one hear you, | often thought of that up in the
mountains . . .’ '

2. UNRELIABILITY OF PERCEPTIONS
39.17: ‘at a distance often they seemed sill, then a moment later

they were upon me’.
& 39.09, 405, 40.17, 41.1
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