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Following is the transcription of The Life Story Interview of Mr. Sayed Haseeb

Sadig, an MBA student from Pakistan at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. The

interview was conducted in his room at University towers, IUP.
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So we have Haseeb with us and we are going to interview him for
a life story interview ok Haseeb hi
Hi
So can you introduce yourself
Of course ah my name is Sayed Haseeb Sadiq and | am 25 | am
from Pakistan and basically I grew up there and I have just come
to the States for my graduate studies that is the MBA program and
(short pause) I am Muslim by birth and (short pause)l have an
engineering degree in my bachelors (pause) and that’s about it
What was your first language
My first language is Urdu that’s the national language of Pakistan
ye that’s my first language
So you learned it because it was your national language [or it was
your native] language?

[No it was]
the language that was spoken to me since the beginning it was it is

the language of my parents and it is the language of my family of



18. people around me so obviously since it is the national language

19. that is the first language | learned

20. Shah: Like you have English Urdu you have only two languages or there
21. is another language

22. Haseeb: Ah | can understand another regional language called Punjabi and |
23. can understand small bits of another regional language called

24. Pashto and another ones called Hindko=

25. Shah: =So0 we can say that your L1 that is your first language it was Urdu
26.  Haseeb: Yes=

27. Shah: =Which you learned at home from your parents from your..

28. Haseeb: That’s the first language | came across=

29. Shah: =ha hum and how did you learn it like ah..

30. Haseeb: Ah 1| don’t remember specifically learning it because I always
31. knew its because it its my mother tongue th.. I I don’t remember
32. learning it ever I just knew it [from the day I..]

33.  Shah: [You acquired it] from your parents
34, at home [and your friends]

35. Haseeb: [I am thinking] I don’t know how it works but th..it was
36. the language that | began begun my thoughts with | mean that’s
37. when | gained consciousness | gained it with Urdu so that

38. probably means that you know | was ah you know that’s my first
39. language and that’s the language my parents communicated=

40.  Shah: =0k and (short pause) like there was no instruction in the first
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language like you acquired it=

=Obviously I I was introduced to more specific grammatical

details and other stuff in school but the basic language | didn’t

have to you know learn it from somewhere | just knew

ahu so=

=the colloquial language=

=s0 you were admitted to school when you were=

=l was ha (short pause) I think I was five or six may be

Ok where was the school

My school was located in a rural backwater in the back home its

called kalarkahar its like back then it was two and a half hours

away from Islamabad the capital but now due to this motorway

going from Islamabad to Lahore its its more like an hour away

ahum was it an English medium school or Urdu [medium School]
[it was supposed]

to be an English medium school yes the curriculum was taught in

English but our teachers were from the region (short pause) and

they weren’t really well versed with the language itself they used

to make a lot of mistakes but since my family is educated and they

speak near fluent English (short pause) and since | was introduced

to ah English movies English books at a very early age I kind of

developed the correct form of the language at an early stage |

didn’t apply it in speak | mean the spoken bit wasn’t really you
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know | didn’t really have that skill at that time but you know I did
have a good grasp of the knowledge | could understand what was
written in English | could read what was written in English you
know write it too=

=So as we said like you you wo... you learned the first language
from your parents at home and like you were not instructed in that
language=

=Exactly, and=

=was there instruction in the first language in the school

Ah it yes and no I mean hum in the sense that you know the
curriculum(short pause) was in English but the teachers did not
have a good command of the language themselves because they
belong to the same area and the area was very backward ah so
they tried their best to teach us the form they knew (short pause)
but it wasn’t the correct form so you know I basically corrected
myself through the books that my parents gave me | mean my
parents encouraged me to my parents and my family and my
circumstance you know encouraged me to learn the language ah
you know as perfectly as possible

Ok so when you were introduced to English and (long pause) when
you were introduced to English in the school so how it was taught
Ah there is a standard form in which most schools in Pakistan

teach English you start with the alphabet and then you move
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towards some higher concepts gradually but ahm there was never a
requirement to actually speak English in the class and many
people could not speak nor write until you know guided in a very
ah you know intensive manner ah they were bad at dictation they
were they weren’t really very good they had to struggle very hard
with English and they used they had to learn things by heart in
order to get through the classes but mostly you I did not have
problems in English because | had a background you know ah |
was very well-versed with the language | mean | had these since |
was reading books at a very early age given to me by my parents |
had family relatives whose spoke in English and that gave me an
opportunity to converse in them converse in English with them and
I was watching English TV programs and you know serials from
the US and movies from the US so | kind of had a better know how
of the language than other people other students in the class

So as you said like ah speaking was not focused or concentrated
that mush so that it means other skills they were like writing and
listening and reading they were focused or not

There was a very textbook ah centric methodology followed in our
school and that’s the case that almost all schools to my knowledge
there whatever was in the textbook was followed to the dot the
teachers themselves didn’t you know ahm come up with you know

ways to enhance the students comprehension or whatever so they
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followed the textbook to the dot because they themselves lacked
the command over the language so you know this is followed this
is taught the basics | guess=

=and so that was reading and writing based basically=

=It was more like reading the textbook learning the alphabet first
and then you know(short pause) they did a good job | mean if you
go through a Pakistani school you do end up knowing how to read
and how to write basic stuff I mean you do learn the basics it’s the
spoken part and you know articulation and eloquence all that and
all those skills that you know you have to learn on your own but
the basics are more or less you know you know ah you get the
basics from the Pakistanis schools

So one reason might be like reading and writing they are stressed
because it’s the need of the system the educational system like
speaking and listening is not be that much important its only
writing and reading am | right=

Ah you are right to an extent but hum people who can speak
English are its more like hm its more like its an issue of prestige
people who can speak English fluently with the proper with the
with an accent that’s considered proper hm who are very well you
know who have a command over the language are generally given
more respect they are treated they they they carry a certain prestige

value because of the fact that they can converse in English they are
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generally respected everywhere they go more than people who cant
converse in English so its more like in Pakistan its like its trendy to
be fluent in English

Ok so are you satisfied with the way English was taught to you in
the school when you were in your primary stage

Ah No | am not because it didn’t give | mean | had to learn how to
and | write and | believe that | write very good essays and you
know and I have got good scores wherever | have to write essays |
believe that | have good writing skills but those skills were more
acquired by you know my own desire to improve my writing skills
ah and the same is the case for the spoken English skills so I |
learned them on my won with the help of my family my situation
in life whatever but other people who don’t have these
opportunities are you know who don’t have that desire ah within
them ah they suffer they can only read and write and they can
understand someone who is speaking English to some degree but
they cant really speak as fluently as one would expect students
who you know graduate English medium high schools may be you
know even universities so that’s | | don’t think that they teach
English to the degree they should | mean their teaching their
methodology is not that much effective they do give you the basics
and they do make you understand, make you=

=rules and grammar=
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=ya ya they give you the ability to read (short pause) English but
beyond that you have to acquire all those skills on your own you
know they they gi.. | mean | remember we used to we used we
used to memorize essays we didn’t write them on by on our own
we used to have like for example an essay on a dog may be on my
dog or my cat whatever and the teachers used to write them down
on the board and we used to copy it on our note books and then we
used to memorize it and you know if asked in the exam to write
and essay on dog we used to copy word to word whatever the
teacher dictated us so you know they people never developed the
art of the skill of writing essays themselves there was little
emphasis placed on doing things on your own

ok so were you in a public school or a private school and is there
any dichotomy between public and private schools in Pakistan like
may be the private schools where money matters=

=it was a semi-public I cant even hm it belonged to | mean it was
under the auspices of the air force it was a Pakistan air force model
school ah so | cant really call it public as such per se but there is
there is definitely a very strict dichotomy between the public and
private education system in the country the public schools do not
teach English until may be a very later age | mean at a very later
time something like in high school probably but they don’t teach

English and there curriculum is in Urdu Pakistan has two education



179. systems which have two different mediums of education so it was

180. then a public school per se

181. Shah: Ok so like why (short pause) like if there is a dichotomy between
182. the public schools and private schools so what is the reason like =
183. Haseeb: =its bad planning on the part of people who have governed

184, Pakistan and who formulated a strategy to guide the nation since
185. its inception since its you know independence they should never
186. have allowed two systems to coexist to determine the rank and
187. prestige of a person | mean a person going to a public school who
188. is normally a person who cant afford a private school and is subject
1809. to a ah you know a very bad education system that that has not
190. been updated since | don’t know when | mean like ahh its very
191. very inferior in quality compared to the private schools and

192. someone who has gone to a public school is never has the

193. opportunities ahh a kid who goes to a private school has | mean
194. immediately as soon as he gives his resume with the name of a
195. public school like a government college he will be rejected right
196. there if its its like a multinational or may you know like a big
197. Pakistani company they don’t have a good future anyone so you
198. know the reason behind it is a lack of planning a lack of foresight
199. on the part of you know on our leaders part on people who

200. governed Pakistan and its also it also has to do with you know the

201. general population’s own ah (long pause) you know lack of civic
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duties towards their country and their kin and their kith and you
know and country together

So like your English it shows that you started well when you were
a kid so if the school was not that much good the teachers were not
good the area was not it was rural and it was backward in a sense=
=yes=

=so what are the reasons like=

=1 think it has to to big I if if I go back and you know trace the
beginnings of my foundations in English the right foundations |
would start with books my father always encouraged me ah to read
books you know he gave me that ah quest for knowledge that quest
for knowing more and that love for reading so | used to read a lot |
started up with you know with books that were appropriate for my
age and I progressed gradually and | been to comics and you know
all that you know and that really helped me a lot that made me
understand the language more but I think the point where 1 really
was able to speak the language fluently was the point where |
innately I don’t know how I decided it I subconsciously converted
my thoughts into English my | think in English and sometimes
when | am angered | fight in English and | apply the language as
for example | come across a word that | like in a book I apply it
immediately and I think it was borne out of a need to have a

greater social status may be because the more because | always
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knew that | was coming from a small town and | knew the fact that
I would probably end up in a big town which I did so=
=As you said like your father was responsible for your [English or
learning] so when you were a kid like when you were admitted to
school and when you were introduced to English so like can you
tell us something about your parents and then did they talk to you
in English at home or
[ya early

big foundations] they did realy talk to me in English they did kind
of guided me as for English is concerned they can speak English
fluently yes but they never did really talk to both my brother and |
you know in English per se but ah they they did talk in English
when they had to when they were trying to teach us something and
they did encourage us to read books and you know they
encouraged us to watch movies and you know play pc games and
you know all that kind of stuff you know socialize with kids in the
cities and stuff like that=
=what is your parents’ level of English like [are they proficient]

[they can..] they can
speak English fluently yes they are proficient
Ok and when you were in school in primary school so what was
the environment like did you use English outside the classroom or

inside the classroom with your class fellows with your teachers
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Ah no we did not have a requirement to speak in English in our
classrooms no we did not and | never got the chance to speak in
English with my friends until a very later age until college may be
and ya that’s the time when | started using English in my daily
speech with my friends (short pause)

Ok so like (long pause) if if you if you are given a chance like now
you know better about English so what changes would you like in
in that age when you were in primary school

Ah | would actually want people who speak the language to teach
the language that’s the best way you can=

= you mean native speakers of =

= exactly=

= English should=

=Exactly | think no matter how much should it would cost the
government or (short pause) the private schools or the owners of
the private schools they should actually bring in native speakers as
teachers and that would really help in you know judging by my
parents’ level of English and they speak fluently because they went
to convents that had English ah fathers and all that, they are they
stopped that system long time ago back in the seventies or
something but we did have convent mission schools that had
English fathers and nuns and teaching children and ah these people

were relatively at [proficient level] convent
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[so the teachers ] of those schools were they
native speakers of English=
=Yes they were English they were they were from the UK
Is it possible to have you know native speakers of English in
Pakistan now
I think now may be not because of the current situation I mean
with strife increasing every day on the global arena but even now |
think it would be more beneficial because it would bridge gaps
between you know peoples and it would actually also help
Pakistanis to ah you know ah gain more proficiency in in the
language | think it would be better to be taught by a native speaker
than by a local speaker who has better command of the language
Ok so you are talking about the early stage the primary school=
=Yes it should start with a native speaker=
=and later on=
=may be later on you can switch to advanced language speakers
within the country but it should start it should definitely start with
a native speaker they should establish the foundation of the
language
It means like students young students kids they would be able to
listen to correct English correct grammar=
=Ya and they would be able to ah know the they would naturally

be guided as to other sources of you know knowledge where
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English is concerned from these native speakers naturally they
would recommend books and you know they would encourage
them to ahm read write in the very language where it would
actually really really help people who want to speak English and |
think it’s the call of the day English is becoming more and more
and more of a language franca for the world and I think that for
Pakistanis to get competitive in the global market and to better
understand ah you know or westerners whatever they should
actually have native speakers teach them and they should be able
to talk fluently in English that’s something that I really believe in
Ok lets talk about (short pause) the way English was taught to you
in the school so you said it was started with alphabets=
=Ya
And later on they started [nouns ] some nouns

[started ya] they started with basic
sentence making you know recognizing basic sentences | don’t
really remember the details but I think it started out with James
went there and Roger came home and things like that [you know
basic sentences]

[So was it

through translations]=
=There was a time yes | remember that we had to translate English

in Urdu I think the logic behind that as my teachers or the people
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who made the curriculum was to ah you know give the ability to
the students who had Urdu as their mother tongue to convert their
thoughts into English so the translation was a major part of English
courses through out carried a lot of grade in the exams so yes
translation I think translation was one part tenses and nouns the
other sentence making and we were given a set of words we used
we used to make sentences out of them | am talking about the third
grade and fourth grade that’s generally the pattern that continueded
just till advanced level but you know we had sentences we had
dictation in the beginning you know words that we had to spell so
spellings and essay writing came later on ah hum and translation
and tenses that was a very big part of our curriculum

So when you say tenses and you know grammar translation so the
focus was basically on grammar on the structure of the language=
=0n the structure of the language as | don’t | had intuitive
knowledge of tenses from the start and | could translate Urdu
sentences into English intuitively you know because | developed
and earlier understanding of the language | mean | developed this
understanding earlier on so this exercise did not really benefit me
because | knew the you know English form of any Urdu sentence
and | also knew the correct tens of the sentence so it did not help
me but | think that they thought this is a method that’s effective to

transition someone who speaks a different language into another



341. language may be that | don’t know the logic behind it but it did not

342. help me as such I did not gain anything out of it | just had this
343. knowledge pre-hand

344.  Shah: So so people who have this like you you said that you think in
345. English and you can speak it without translating from another
346. language but what about those people who are used to it who have
347. been taught in this way to translate from their first language into
348. the second language=

349. Haseeb: =l don’t think they can really you know use English in their daily
350. lives as such I mean | am sure they can write and may be they can
351. read but they cant really converse in English as fluently as | can ah
352. but you know it’s a system that’s been there for many years it’s a
353. system that people believe in whether it works or not and | doubt
354. that its going to change any time soon unless we as | said you
355. know as a proposed solution we bring in native speakers to start
356. teaching our kids

357.  Shah: Ok so you said like it was not there in the classroom it was=

358. Haseeb: =It was more out of the school that I acquired the skills to [speak
359: write]

360. Shah: [like it
361. was from your parents and]=

362. Haseeb: =Ya it was my background and that as | said was the

363. circumstances | was born in that includes my family who were
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very well versed who speak English fluently eloquently and with
articulation and it was to do with my contact with western culture
you know with movies with the you know by watching movies by
reading books and you know by reading magazines and playing
games and you know all that that helped so that’s how | started up
and | think it was the international traveling experience that helped
me a lot where spoken English is concerned when you go to other
countries where you know you cant communicate in any other
language but English as a lingua franca language of
communication that’s the point where you gain the confidence in
your speaking abilities mean that’s how you gain fluency so=
=Any important incident in your childhood where that that incident
might have transformed your thinking of English ah your approach
to English the way you learned English ah your liking or

disliking for the language

Not that | can recall I always found English very fascinating and |
wanted to speak English because it gave me ah it was to do more
or less of getting out of rural | mean it was | knew that if I could
speak English fluently with eloquence and articulation I would be
accepted in the high echelons of society in the big cities and that
something you really need I order to go out so since my ambitions
were high | knew that I had to learn the language with very high

skill I needed very high skills in the language in order to you know
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be recognized and respected in the higher echelons of society that |
wished to move into once | you know

So oh like is there this difference between classes rich poor middle
class [in the acquisition of English]

[Yes of course] definitely most definitely like I said since my
circumstances permitted me to actually revolve in in circles where
English is more preferred than Urdu and its considered something
of a you know ah status symbol you know and the ability of Urdu
itself to you it started out by you know an amalgamation of
languages and now its inducing a lot of English words in itself so
in in the society that | belong to in the circles that | belong to Urdu
and English are used more interchangeably and the person who
uses English more is very respected given more credit and is
generally more successful at getting jobs you know at getting may
be you know girls you know that’s the definite status symbol and
anyone who can master the ability to speak good English can you
know really do wonders in Pakistan
So it means like it does not mean that you can buy English with
money but it like you use money to acquire English it means you
are revolving in that circle where [English is used where its
respected]

[Not really no] I mean | came

from a place where English was badly spoken | mean Kalarkahar
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was a rural backward area as | said | mean it was and when | talk
about rural backwater in a third world country | mean a rural
backwater in the lateral sense | mean people did not even know a
single word of English they did not even care but | knew that |
wanted to go high and | knew that you know I had to acquire skills
that would allow me to you know fuse with you know society |
wanted to revolve in and yes it did help me to have a family that’s
educated that’s mostly in the city but I mean if you have the will
anyone can do it exist that people in the villages and the rural areas
of Pakistan don’t really care they do not want the same things that
| want there goals are very limited so | had these goals because of
my circumstances yes | was able to formulate these goals because
of my circumstances but I did it from a village so its really possible
to do it from a small village or whatever provided that you have
sufficient will I mean like you know anyone would tell you its
noting is impossible you can do | know people who like grew up in
villages without even electricity and they are like doing very well
in their lives they are like educated

Well now you are a grown up and from your own experiences
when you were a kid suppose in future you have a kid so what
would you like for them what where would admit them where=

=I would want ideally speaking | would want them to go to a

school that’s that has a curriculum that’s very up-to-date that’s
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very =
=Modern=

=Ah | don’t know how that’s a term we use in Pakistan but I don’t
think you know people here would understand what modern in the
Pakistani sense means but I would call it more up-to-date more it
gives you value for the money you put in I mean your kids not only
learn the basic stuff like science and all that but they really learn
their civic duties their moral obligations you know basic ethics you
know they the school should not only just concentrate on
elementary knowledge but it should also concentrate on other
things you know like how you deal with your parents how you deal
with other human beings how you put civic duties you know
obligatory all that

Ah we talked about primary school so what about your middle
school like was it the same English was taught in the same way it
was taught in the school or was it different somehow

It got a little different because | went through a transition (short
pause) ah in the eight when | was in the eight grade as was the
trend in those days it was considered prestigious to join one of the
old boarding schools that were established by the English but now
are operated by Pakistanis but they still carry the same prestige and
value and I applied to various schools and | got into one called

Abbottabad Public School and College (short pause) it is located in



455. the northern region in the mountains and its located in a very

456. scenic part of the north western frontier province and it was built in
457. 1954 if 1 am not wrong ah and its considered very prestigious all
458. over the country it has very ah it has a very powerful alumnus

459. alumni sorry and so | went to the boarding school when | was in
450. the 8" grade and things were different there compared to you know
451. my primary elementary school so yes it was different the level the
452. level of English was different I get | got to meet people from all
453. over Pakistan who came from comparatively better schools had a
454, better command over the language so | got more opportunities to
455, learn and grow as far as English is concerned=

456. Shah: = So in other ways it was an elite school | mean=

457. Haseeb: =it was an elite school yes=

458. Shah: =You know the children of the rich people are studying there=
459. Haseeb: =Yes and as | described earlier (short pause) ah you know in

460. Pakistan since there is a very class oriented segregated society ah
461. people who go to the these elite schools are normally ah more

462. fluent in English they have they have more contact with the

463. language itself they have more you know they have better

464, command of the language in general so obviously I got to test my
465. own language skills with them and the the teachers in these schools
466. were you know more qualified at teaching the language as well so

467. that’s the that’s that makes that made the difference definitely
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where English is concerned=

=0k so what about the environment how the environment was
different teacher were like [what about]

Ya [teachers were] more qualified
compared to the teachers in my earlier school ah the the the my
friends my colleagues my class fellows they had a better
knowledge of they had a better command of the languages as well
so you know both these factors combined to increase my skills in
the language=

= what about teaching methodologies in the class=

=ah at that level the don’t really teach you the nitty gritties of the
language itself ah they follow the same curriculum that’s that’s all
over that’s predominant in Pakistan so that there is no change in
the curriculum its just ah the the only difference is that English
there is an emphasize definite emphasis that’s placed on English
and you know ah the medium is mostly English teaching medium
and since as | said the teachers have better command so they are
more able to deliver lectures in English compared to Urdu

Um and you remained in the same school=

=Ya | remained there from the I I did my junior high what you call
junior high school here and my high school from there=

=0k so (short pause) ah then you were admitted to a College=

=A university college ya my college was located in (short pause)
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ah in a city clled Rawalpindi it’s a twin city to Islamabad and
actually since its very near to the capital and the school | went to
was considerably expensive as compared to the state’s schools
that’s why the people there were more affluent but the quality of
education | I would not say that it was very high but the my peers
and you know my class fellows they were definitely you know my
batch mates they came from very affluent families and again it was
one developed and | got to speak the language practically with
them the this is this is the moment in my life very | started
conversing in English although | knew the language | could read |
had very good reading skills very good writing skills and very
good listening skills but I still hadn’t ah you know gained
necessary fluency when it you know came to speaking the
language itself so this is the moment in my life where | started
speaking English you know by one starting by just adding one
sentence in my daily in my in my conversation one sentence
followed by an Urdu sentence followed by another English
sentence so | was mixing Urdu and English and | started using
more and more compared to Urdu to gain the necessary level of
proficiency when it came to speaking English

Ok was there any difference between the books curriculum in the
school in the college teaching methodologies methods used by the

teachers
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At this point in time the teachers were less bothered about the
professors were less bothered about the language skills than the
matter of the subject itself | mean the point was to deliver the you
know subjects that were closely related to by nature and hum so
there was very little emphasis placed on the language itself | mean
some professors preferred English over Urdu while delivering their
lectures whereas some professors preferred Urdu over English and
it doesn’t it did not really matter and it this point (short pause) you
know ah just by hearing someone talking English did not really
make much of a difference to my own you skills where the
language is concerned what mattered is the fact that I preferred
using English more and more in my conversation with my peers
and my friends in my daily life that really you know was the
change that I think occurred in this period

Ok ah then what about University what was the experience

When | graduated back in 2004 I | had already planned at that
point that | want to get an MBA later on ah so | needed the
necessary work experience to be eligible to apply to a business
school so after | graduated in 2004 my priority actually my priority
was to get a job than anything else no | was talking about what
happened after my university so | was looking for | got a job and
then | started working and (short pause) by that time I had gained

whatever level of proficiency | have right now so nothing really
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changed (short pause) so ya then when | worked for two years |
stopped and | applied for a business school and then | got in and
now | am here=

=0k so when you compare your skills listening speaking writing
reading what skills are more developed and=

=1 think that my reading skill if I would have to rate them in order
my reading skill would be the best then my listening skills after
that I would consider my writing skill and lastly I would consider
(short pause) my speaking

So is it because of your learning in those institutions or is it
because of your individual aptitude=

=No its because of the order in which | learned these skills I mean
like 1 said you know reading and listening came first then writing
and at the later stage as if my life came of speaking so its it’s the
order in which I gained proficiency in each skill that you know

It means that if you had started with speaking=

=Speaking first may | would have been more but ah more
generally speaking | think I rate all my skill you know in these
areas almost equal | don’t find any areas specifically lacking=
=0k what you what you liked about English language teaching in
school in college at university like what were your good
experiences what are your views like what do you think are the

positive things
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Like I said before I had the chance of ah you know being taught
English by Hewkeshphel sir Hewkeshphel | mean he is a very
famous name in the subcontinent and he has been given the honor
of CB or OB | don’t remember order of the British Empire if | am
not wrong and he dedicated his life to teaching English in Pakistan
and India and he is reputed to have you know formed almost all
these major boarding schools elite boarding schools in the country
and | Had the opportunity to learn English from him and I think as
| said before you know learning English from a native speaker is
an entirely different and more fulfilling experience than learning it
from you know non native speakers but on the whole I think the
way English is taught in Pakistan it did obviously you know helped
me in some ways | mean it did | mean | did go through the whole
learning process and | did take something out of it if not everything
and if not a lot but it does need improvement because | had to work
on my own to gain sufficient proficiency in the language so=

=0k when you when you look at your schooling your life in school
like your learning period from your school till your university so
where do you learned where did you learn better than the other like
was it in your school=

=Obviously as | switched from an inferior school to superior
school there was a level of difference and by to elaborate as to how

these school are | am sure in the States there are some schools
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some public schools that are not deemed equal to other schools
private or public I mean where the level of education is concerned
so ah like that even in Pakistan you know some schools are more
they have a better you know they are more able to give you the
necessary skills in English or whatever other subjects than other
schools so as | moved from an inferior school to a superior one
there was a definite you know difference and you know | was able
to learn obviously more in a parallel school but when it came to
college I don’t think I really gained a lo of language skills from
there | mean yes there | did learn a lot but it was not particularly
language skills that | was learning at the college level but yes
during my primary school I did not learn as much as I did during
my junior high or high=

=It means the pace of like the speed of your learning it was better
at your school than your college and university the speed at which
you learned the English language

| think it does not have to do with speed I think it has to do with
the point in time you find yourself in I mean you know there is a
certain time till which they teach you know you know English as a
language or English as a subject they don’t teach you English they
don’t have you know after high school in Pakistan they don’t
concentrate on English as a subject | mean we had English in our

high school and that was like at an at an advance level compared to
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you know junior high I mean the level did increase with time but it
wasn’t something | mean | did not really really learn from school
when it comes to English that’s my conclusion I mean looking
back | always knew what was being taught when it came to
English because | was reading it and writing it and listening to it
on my own so | was always one step ahead of my class where
English is concerned so | was I I never really gained anything new
from my (short pause) school obviously there must have been
something like you know grammatical know how you know some
new vocabulary some additions to my vocabulary or may be you
know other details which aren’t really very useful in your life but
besides that when it comes to the basic reading writing listening
speaking skills I didn’t really gain a lot=

= So the the reason might be like in your school English was a
specific subject in itself that was taught in the classes but later on
at your college and university although other subjects were they
were taught in English but English was not focused directly

Ah in the college years=

=Ya the college and university=

= Ah we did have a professional | did take a professional
communication course in my first semester undergrad but it it
focused more on writing you know writing skills pertaining to

writing and speaking in fact yes pertaining to professional
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environments they taught you how to write official letters
applications may be you know give presentations all that so those
were the skills that I learned in that particular course but it it was
the only course of its kind during the whole four years

Ok so when you like distribute your learning of English language
among your home your schools and friends so and the media
definitely like which plays a major part in the you know language
learning (short pause) so which will you consider as you know the
most important one where you acquired the most of the language
was it in the school was it at home=

=You mean to ask which source or=

=Yaya

Ha I think it has to do with hm it has to do with my friends because
we usually converse in English and we use English a lot as a
means to converse ah then it would be my family some of my
cousins are from the US or you know other western countries who
which speak English so | got a chance to speak to them in the
language ah it has to do with the books that I read you know and |
tried speaking in the same hm I tried to use the language you know
what I read | tried to use it in my speech as well so that kind of
helped as well but most of all it was my own motivation to gain
proficiency in English when it comes to speaking that’s what really

got me you know that’s what really got me to the level that | am
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today=

=0k so like my understanding is that you learned most of your
English out of the classroom=

=Out of the classroom ya=

=And the ah like may be the methods the curriculum the teachers
they were not doing enough in the classroom to teach you the
language (long pause) | mean you were not satisfied with the
teaching of [English in the classroom]

[I think whenever it comes to] teaching another
language as my personal observation ah it has to do a lot with your
own personal motivation I mean | know people who have been
taught Spanish most of their elementary as well as you know
throughout their schooling been taught Spanish but yet they don’t
really speak a word of it now that’s because they weren’t
motivated enough to learn the language ah for any kind of
language yes you can you know specify the grammar you can sp---
you can teach someone in a couple of words basic sentences
sentence making everything and that’s what people back home did
as well I mean in the and they still do it in the schools but most of
the us number one don’t have a choice when it comes to learning
English it’s a mandatory subject that everyone has to take during
their early schooling and may be later the schooling as well so they

don’t have a choice normally they are not motivated enough they



675.

676.

677.

678.

679.

680.

681.

682.

683.

684.

685.

686.

687.

688.

689.

690.

691.

692.

693.

694.

695.

696.

697.

Shah:

Haseeb:

Shah:
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don’t see the benefits of learning another language they are quite
content with their own language and you know ah but some of us
like myself we are motivated enough to learn the language and
that’s why | am where | am where English is concerned but it does
not really have to do there is a certain way where you should learn
the language the rest depends upon the student

So what are the reasons for like in Pakistan what are the major
reasons for the motivation of English language acquisition=

=I was motivated more because of the prestige value it carried |
think ah you know my primary motivation | always wanted to you
know have that prestige value associated with myself | mean |
wanted to gain from it so | guess it has to do with the fact that
speaking the language | knew that it would give me more respect
later on in life it would open opportunities for me elsewhere there
were so many benefits that | had identified early on that motivated
me enough to actually you know learn it

Ok what are what are your strengths in English language

| can pretty much do everything | like | said before | cant really say
that you know that | have proficiency in just one area of the
language like you know so my versatility when it comes to English
is perhaps my biggest strength I can write very well | can read
almost everything | have a very good vocabulary | have a good

understanding of the grammar where | can speak very well and you
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know that’s why I think you know my | am very versed in all areas
and you know so=

=S0 which one do you think is your strength

Ah (short pause) | think that hm I cant really say as | judge them
all at an equal level I think that you know I have increased all my
skills to a certain level and they are all at a certain level which isn’t
bad on average it’s a little above average you know

Lets put it another way like what things were easier for you to
acquire to learn in English=

=l think ah conversely the most difficult part was to gain fluency
in speaking the language ah but reading was probably the easiest
then came listening and writing and then=

=So it means speaking was a bit difficult

Speaking | mean even though you know a language that’s what |
have observed | knew English | had a good understanding of it but
you need that confidence to start speaking in English to actually
gain that fluency even if you know you can speak English but hm
still you when you try speaking it if you don’t have that confidence
if you haven’t practiced enough you don’t reach that level of
fluency so you need to start speaking in the language in order to
gain fluency ah in it where speaking is concerned=

=And you didn’t get enough practice=

=I did actually that’s why | am able to speak flu- quite fluently like
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| said that it started from ah my college years and it has increased
over time since then

Ok so when you came to America ok for how long have been you
here in America

| arrived here on the nineteenth or the twentieth of January and its
[that ] yes three months

[three months] so when you came here and you started interacting
with people here with native English speakers so what were the
differences like what was your understanding and learning of
English and what was there in actual life when you interacted with
people here

Ah Americans | mean the native speakers that belong to America
the US they tend to have a very simple form of speech which is
very different from the kind of English that we speak back home
because that tend to be more ah you know it tends to be more
complex like perhaps the British English and our pronunciation is
more British than American or sometime sometimes its mixed so
hm | could understand American very clearly | had no problems in
understanding what they were saying | had no problems speaking
to them but they had a problem understanding me at times because
my accent was different | mean ah not that | was speaking or even
pronouncing anything wrong it was more a matter of dialect |

mean you know like for example we go poor and American go



744, poor (pour) so you know they have they could figure out what |

745. was trying to say but sometime they had the difficulty in you know
746. getting my accent but you know otherwise | had no problems
747. whatsoever initially of course since | was used to mixing Urdu
748. with English in my conversation back home ah you know the total
749. ah you know the total absence in my speech was a little weird at
750. first but I got used to it later on=

751. Shah: =0k so one problem was pronunciation it means they were finding
752. it difficult to understand you=

753. Haseeb: =It can be | mean we cant really say that its pronunciation as such
754. its more like the dialect we have we speak English in a different
755. dialect compared to its something like you know southerners

756. southerners American have different dialect and northern

756. American have a different dialect so its something like that and
757. sometimes they have a difficulty understanding their own dialect
758. S0=

759.  Shah: =0k does it happen with you sometimes like you have enough
760. vocabulary may be like you have the right accent somehow but
761. sometimes you don’t have the proper structure in in the English
762. language and when you when you mean when you try to say you
763. try to convert translate from your own language =

764. Haseeb: =No that doesn’t happen to me anymore | don’t | don’t mentally

765. convert ah Urdu sentences into English sentences because that
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would give me pause whenever | speak and as you may have
noticed | don’t pause when | speak | mean that you know my
thought process has the ability to convert (short pause)you know
my thoughts into English directly it it does not have to go through
ah conversion function as such I mean my thoughts come in
English when | want them to | don’t have to convert my thought
from Urdu into English first because that that’s the point when you
stop doing that that’s the point where you gain you know fluency
in the language that’s the point where you don’t have to think
before speak you just utter your thoughts out loud I mean like you
know because they are coming in English

Like it’s a common concept in English language acquisition that
what happens is that like English is not English but each and every
language its influenced by its culture and it comes out of the
culture the society where its used so what happen is like you are
coming from you know Pakistan you have Urdu your mother
tongue your native tongue and you have you know you have
structures in your language which are influenced by your culture so
you think in that way like you will have you know a definite
structure to express yourself people here have different structures
so when you translate your like if you don’t know about the
structures in English what will happen you will translate your ideas

into your own structure and it will not fit into English sometimes it
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happens=

= Yes its very true but hum since my country and my culture is
very heavily inspired by the popular culture in the US we are very
familiar with the language the culture and everything so we don’t |
didn’t find it difficult to adjust and I didn’t find it very difficult to
converse with American or you know use | didn’t have to change
my the structure that | used before because | was watching their
movies and | was watching their programs and | was reading their
books and you know all that | was very familiar with the culture
here it it and you know hum most part of my own language
acquisition process had to do with you know gaining I mean came
from these very sources | mean their culture itself I mean movies
and music and books and all that

As you said like you have been here for three months so if you
compare your these three months with your previous three months
in Pakistan when you were a student and learning the English
language and here you are learning it and you are using it so how
would you compare both like what about the pace of learning and
development=

=Firstly I don’t think 1 don’t consider that | am learning the
language as such but you know | am gaining more fluency in it
perhaps obviously because | have to talk in English all day but the

change that | have started noticing is in my ah my accent itself and
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I I I my pronunciation has become more American than anything
else and its gradually moving towards more you know (short pause)
more like American English form so you know my my
pronunciation and everything is changing so its more the way |
speak rather than what talk about or what I speak it’s the way that |
speak which is which 1 find is changing sometimes=

=So humm do you have a language class=

=No no not at all no language classes

Ok so ah what would you suggest like after you experienced (short
pause) the learning of the English language almost 16 years of
your education so what would you suggest you know=

=1 think (long pause)

Like what should be done to acquire it in a more=

=Learning judging by my own experiences and my own learning
process | think the way they teach English which is pretty much
standardized and is pretty much the same all over the world its not
very different | mean everywhere you go you taught you start with
the alphabet and then you start with a few basic words a few basic
sentences its all the same everywhere else but ah you know to
regain the level of proficiency that is required in this day and age
ham or to get to the level where | am right now | would very
strongly recommend native speakers teaching non-native willing

student that’s I think is very necessary because once you and and it
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would be equally better if there are more exchange programs
between different countries between English speaking countries
and non-English speaking countries it would be very helpful if you
know hm we had American students attending or may be any
English speaking country students from any English speaking
country attending Pakistanis schools who want to learn Urdu
perhaps ahh we should have more exchange programs ah you
know in place

Ok ah when you compare it with your first language acquisition
that’s Urdu so you might acquired it in three to four years and
when you acquired when you compare it with English you tool
almost ten fifteen years to you know learn the language but still
you are proficiency may not be the same as your first language so
what was the reason like what is this why is this imbalance is your
first language influencing this=

=Obviously you know second language would can never overtake
your skills in your first language because that is the language that
comes to you naturally that comes to you as your second nature it
it cant be taken away from you obviously this second language you
acquired would never be hm you know you would never be as
proficient in it as in your first language because that’s how it is but
ah you know | don’t really consider ah lot of difference in the

skills that I have you know in both these languages | have | mean
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yes obviously my Urdu would be a little better than my English but
they are almost generally speaking=

=In speaking it may be better than English but when it comes to
other=

=Ya when it comes to other areas its almost the same in fact | may
lack in the necessary skills to read you know Urdu literature=

=To read write=

=Ya because Urdu literature is quite complex and you know |
didn’t really own my skills there so there are some skills in Urdu
that I may lack in right now compared to English

Ok one final question=

=Yes

Why English why English is so important what do you think=
=It’s the lingua franca of the world | mean as simple as that all
your sciences all your subjects are in English your since your basis
the basis of science is in English | mean your (short pause) your
number system you know ahm your computers everything is in
English since the world is becoming more and more of a global
village there is a need for a common language and regardless of
you know however English got to the place that it is now its not
specifically English anymore you know like | sometimes joke that
it should be called something like you know the name should be

changed because now you have a very distinct form of English
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Shah:

Haseeb:

that’s called the Indian English | was reading about it the other day
and you have got the American English and you have got the
British English and as more and more people use English as an
international English obviously they could never overtake the
languages spoken in different countries but as a second language
its not very difficult to acquire number 1 com.. | mean like even
Urdu is more complex than English it’s an easy language its more
standardized its easy to learn its spoken all over the world it’s a
very effective way to communicate with different people who
speak different languages and it it has it has global importance and
you know sooner or later (ya that’s probably here)* | think its very
important to be able to have decent skills in all the areas important
areas of the language English itself

Thank you Haseeb

You are welcome Shah

Note. * Here Haseeb was telling his roommate about something. Unrelated to interview

topic



